TOWNSHIP OF PEQUANNOCK
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
JULY 19, 2018
REGULAR MEETING



MEETING CONVENED:			7:00 PM




MEMBERS PRESENT:	Hebert, Melleno, Skvarca, Shuttlesworth and Dolengo.  Also present, Clifford Gibbons, Esquire, Board Attorney and Jill Hartmann, Board Planner



MEMBERS ABSENT:		



MEMBERS EXCUSED:		Driesse, Aikey, Imfeld



NOTICE:	Chairman Dolengo stated that the Sunshine Law had been complied with by posting the notice of date, time and proposed meeting on the bulletin board of the Municipal Building on July 13, 2018 and sending it to six area newspapers, including the legal paper on July 13, 2018.



MINUTES:				June 7, 2018 - Regular Meeting 
Motion by Dolengo second by Skvarca to approve the minutes as submitted.  All in favor.  Motion Carried. 
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PUBLIC HEARING:

Drobik, 75 West Parkway, Block 3105, Lot 4
Rear Yard Setback

Kristie Drobik, applicant, sworn.
Jeffrey Drobik, applicant, sworn.

Mr. Drobik explained to the Board that his home is situated on a corner property and the home sits diagonally on their property causing their setbacks to be abnormal.   The Drobiks are also adding a second floor to the dwelling, which will include a master suite and bedrooms for their children.  The variance requested is for a rear yard setback of 38.5 feet for construction of a dining area.  The variance would most affect their neighbor’s side yard.  Mr. Hebert asked if the dining room could be moved to the center of the home.  Mr. Drobik stated that if you measured the rear setback line they would still need a variance and if they moved the dining room they would have to do major relocation of the utilities and major reorientation of the kitchen.  Ms. Hartmann interjected that the fact that the house is on a corner lot may therefore be a hardship for the property owner.  Ms. Hartmann also stated that the building coverage will only be at 9%.  

Motion to open the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

No one came forward from the public.

Motion to close the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

The Board deliberated.

MOTION by Melleno, second by Shuttlesworth to grant the application for a rear yard setback of 38.5 feet.  Yes votes from Hebert, Melleno, Skvarca, Shuttlesworth and Dolengo.  Motion Carried.

Cohen, 22 Roosevelt Street, Block 3703, Lot 29
Front Yard Setback

Nancy Cohen, applicant, sworn.
Harold Cohen, applicant, sworn.
William Murphy, contractor, for the applicant, sworn.

Mr. Cohen stated that they have been living at 22 Roosevelt street since 1997 and they have been flooded 11 times.  Mr. Cohen stated that the town has received grants and that they are taking advantage of that grant and will be lifting their home.  In order to lift the home, the applicant will no longer have a basement to house their utilities and now those utilities must be lifted along with 
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the house.  The original front porch will now contain the utilities; therefore, the applicant needs to relocate their front steps.  The new steps will now be in the way of the front yard setback.  Ms. Hartmann stated that in an effort to make sure that people didn’t create entrances to their homes as they are being raised with massive stairs the ordinance was changed to allow a front yard setback of 25 feet.  Ms. Hartmann stated the applicant has a flat square house and they enter on the side.  Ms. Hartmann stated that the creation of the steps will meet the purpose of the ordinance to not have a long staircase.  The location of the steps will also provide interest to the front of the house.  The applicant will now have a 19.86 foot setback, which is the result of the location of the house.  The stairs will be landscaped.  FEMA dictates that all the utilities must be placed three feet above the flood elevation number.  Mr. Murphy stated they are raising the house seven feet.  Ms. Hartmann stated they will be at 9.6% building coverage.  Mr. Murphy stated that there are a number of houses closer to Pequannock Avenue that are closer to the street.  The height of the house will be at 29.5 feet, which is under the required height of 35 feet.

Motion to open the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

No one came forward from the public.

Motion to close the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

The Board deliberated.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]MOTION by Skvarca, second by Melleno to grant the application with a front yard setback of 19.86 feet where 25 feet is required.  Yes votes from Hebert, Melleno, Skvarca, Shuttlesworth and Dolengo.  Motion Carried.

There being no further business motion by Hebert, second by Dolengo to adjourn the meeting at 
7:40 PM.  All in favor.  Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted,


Linda Zacharenko
Recording Secretary
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